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My father in 1870 went to America for the first time. His time
was so much occupied there that he could write only home letters.
My mother has allowed me to make extracts from these, thinking that
they serve to introduce his later letters from America, which were
addressed to the Spectator.

It was owing to the fact of my father’s having publicly taken the
side of the North in the Civil War that his reception in the United
States in 1870 was so particularly warm and hearty.


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































398 Vacation Rambles

some rough analysis, and by the statement of facts within
my own knowledge, and of doings in which I personally
took an active part, to show you that you have done us
very scant justice. The dress suit, and the stomach and
digestive apparatus, of England were hostile to you, and
you have taken them for the nation: the brain and heart
and muscle of England were on your side, and these you
have ignored and forgotten.

Now, for our Government and Parliament. 1 will
admit at once, if you please, that Lord Palmerston and
the principal members of his Cabinet were not friendly to
you, and would have been glad to have seen your Republic
broken up. I am by no means sure that it was so; but
let that pass. I was not in their counsels, and have no
more means of judging of them than are open to all of
you. Your first accusation against us is, that the Queen’s
proclamation of neutrality, which was signed and published
on the 13th of May 1861, was premature, and an act of
discourtesy to your Government, inasmuch as your new
Minister, Mr. Adams, only arrived in England on that very
day. Well, looking back from this distance of time, I
quite admit that it would have been far better to have
delayed the publication of the proclamation till after he
had arrived in London. But at the time the case was
very different. You must remember that news of the
President’s proclamation of the blockade reached London
on 3rd May. Of course, from that moment the danger of
collision between our vessels and yours, and of the fitting
out of privateers in our harbours, arose at once. In fact,
your first capture of a British vessel, the General Parkhill of
Liverpool, was made on 12th May. But if the publication
of the proclamation of neutrality was a mistake, it was
made by our Government at the earnest solicitation of Mr.
Forster and other warm friends of yours, who pressed it
forward entirely, as they supposed, in your interest. They
wanted to stop letters of marque and to legitimise the
captures made by your blockading squadron. The Govern-
ment acted at their instance ; so, whether a blunder or not,
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John,” the poem which suggested the title of this lecture.
It comes from one who never deals in wild words. I am
proud to be able to call him a very dear and old friend.
He is the American writer who did more than any other
to teach such of us in the old country as ever learned them
at all, the rights and wrongs of this great struggle of yours.
Questions asked by such men can never be safely left on
one side. Well, then, I say we have answered them. We
know—no nation, I believe, knows better, or confesses
daily with more of awe—that our bonds are held by fate ;
that a strict account of all the mighty talents which have
been committed to us will be required of us English, though
we do live in a sea fortress, in which the gleam of steel
drawn in anger has not been seen for more than a century.
We know that we are very far from being what we ought
to be; we know that we have great social problems
to work out, and, believe me, we have set manfully to
work to solve them,—problems which go right down
amongst the roots of things, and the wrong solution of
which may shake the very foundations of society. We
have to face them manfully, after the manner of our race,
within the four corners of an island not bigger than one
of your large States ; while you have the vast elbow-room
of this wonderful continent, with all its million outlets
and opportunities for every human being who is ready to
work. Yes, our bonds are indeed held by fate, but we are
taking strict account of the number and amount of them,
and mean, by God’s help, to dishonour none of them when
the time comes for taking them up. We reckon, too, some
of us, that as years roll on, and you get to understand us
better, we may yet hear the words “ Well done, brother,”
from this side of the Atlantic; and if the strong old
islander, who, after all, is your father, should happen some
day to want a name on the back of one of his bills, I, for
one, should not wonder to hear that at the time of pre-
sentation the name Jonathan is found scrawled across
there in very decided characters. For we have answered
that second question, 00, 8o far as it lies in our power.





















